
*Draft deliberative*  

Documentation—Kalispel Tribe Visit (Informal Technical Review) – 8/1/12  

 

Page 1 of 2 

 

Pend Oreille River Temperature TMDL Meeting 

Kalispel Tribe of Indians and EPA 

July 24, 2012 – 1:00 to 3:00 pm EST 

2530 Ariel Rios North, EPA Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 

 

 

Purpose:  The Kalispel Tribe visited to present “Protecting the Sovereignty of the Kalispel Tribe 

in the Pend Oreille River Temperature TMDL” to an HQ informal technical review team as part 

of the consultation process.  The Tribe’s objective, according to the agenda, was “To ensure that 

the Pend Oreille River Temperature TMDL accurately describes all violations of Kalispel 

temperature criteria, as determined by the Tribe, and includes allocations that remedy those 

violations.”   

 

Attendees: Kalispel Tribe and Representatives 

Ray Pierre, Vice Chairman, Kalispel Tribe 

April Pierre, Communication Director, Kalispel Tribe 

Deane Osterman, Executive Director, Kalispel Tribe Natural Resources Dep’t 

  Rick Desimone, Consultant for the Kalispel Tribe 

Zach Welcker, Attorney for the Kalispel Tribe 

Ken Merrill, Water Resources Manager, Kalispel Tribe Natural Resources 

Department (via phone) 

Joel Massmann, Ph.D., P.E., Keta Waters (via phone) 

 

EPA Headquarters 

(Informal Technical Review Team) 

Michael Haire, National TMDL Coordinator, Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and 

Watersheds, Assessment and Watershed Protection Division, Watershed Branch 

Julie Reichert, Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education Participant, Office 

of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds, Assessment and Watershed Protection 

Division, Watershed Branch 

Lester Yuan, Statistician, Office of Science and Technology, Health and 

Ecological Criteria Division 

Steve Whitlock, TMDL Modeler, Office of Science and Technology, Health and 

Ecological Criteria Division 

James Curtin, Attorney, Office of General Counsel 

(Other HQ Participants) 

Tod Siegal, Attorney, Office of General Counsel 

Felicia Wright, Tribal Coordinator, Office of Water 

Sarah Furtak, Listing and TMDL Staff, Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and 

Watersheds, Assessment and Watershed Protection Division, Watershed Branch 

Eric Monschein, Acting Chief, Watershed Branch 
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Ruth Chemerys, Acting Associate Chief, Watershed Branch 

 

EPA Region 10 (via videoconference/phone) 

David Croxton, Manager, Office of Water and Watersheds, Watershed Unit 

Ben Cope, Environmental Engineer, Office of Environmental Assessment 

Helen Rueda, TMDL Staff, Office of Water and Watersheds 

Kim Owens, Attorney, Office of Regional Counsel 

Don Martin, TMDL Staff, Office of Water and Watersheds, Coeur d'Alene Field 

Office 

 

Agenda:  EPA opened the meeting by welcoming the Tribe, and stating that HQ has not made 

any decision about the draft Pend Oreille TMDL for temperature, and has no preconceived 

determination as to the EPA’s approval or disapproval of the TMDL.  EPA stated it is open to 

Kalispel Tribe’s perspective and presentation and that EPA perceives the meeting as an 

important opportunity to obtain the Tribe’s views for consideration by EPA.    

 

The Kalispel Tribe expressed concern about hydroelectric development in the Pend Oreille River 

and the implications for bull trout and other fish that the Tribe’s water quality standards are 

designed to protect.  The Tribe also expressed concern about the technical reasoning, from the 

Tribe’s perspective, for selecting the cumulative frequency analysis statistical methodology for 

determining compliance with the Tribe’s water quality standards.  The Kalispel Tribe and 

representatives presented “Protecting the Sovereignty of the Kalispel Tribe in the Pend Oreille 

River Temperature TMDL” and referred to the Keta Waters report (presentation and report 

attached). 

 

EPA asked clarifying questions during the presentation. 

 

Next Steps:  EPA HQ will work expeditiously to provide legal, technical, and policy input to the 

Region as the Region reviews the State of Washington’s Pend Oreille temperature TMDL.  EPA 

explained that it could not provide the Kalispel Tribe a specific time frame on next steps at this 

time; however, it is likely that HQ will have follow-up questions for the Region and asked if it 

may reach out to the Kalispel Tribe should questions arise.  The Kalispel Tribe expressed 

openness to any additional questions EPA may have, and expressed hope for having open, 

meaningful discussion about this TMDL going forward.  

 


